
Foundation Studies NPTC Skills for Working Life 
Award, Certificate and Diploma  

INTRODUCTION 

The provision offered at entry level is highly individual and focuses on each student"s needs. The individual 
programmes are aimed at students who require extra time to settle into college or who may have experienced 
difficulties in the past.  A rigorous assessment at the beginning of the programme enables staff to tailor the 
appropriate level of support. This can be offered in a variety of ways, from learning support in the classroom 
environment, to individual specialist requirements. 

Additional support is also available for some students after an initial screener and diagnostic assessment. 

A tutorial system is in place to ensure that each student settles into college life by providing a personal tutor to 
support them through their learning programme. 

The certificate consists of a national qualification and endorsement in: 

● Land-based (horticulture)  
● Hospitality and catering (developing food preparation and cooking skills and developing food service skills  
● Retail  
● Practical Skills (construction and motor vehicle)  

ACHIEVEMENT 

Learners can achieve by completing up to nine units from the City and Guilds Entry Level Certificate in Skills for 
Working Life, including compulsory specialist units and optional units. All unit assignments are subject to internal 
and external verification. Functional Skills, Maths and English are part of the programme and tested where 
appropriate. In circumstances where accreditation is not essential to the needs of the student individual learning 
plan targets will be registered and recorded as achievement over the duration of the course. 

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE 

One year, full-time, 9.00am to 4.30pm. 

ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS 

Entry is by interview and assessment. 

WHERE COULD IT LEAD 

This qualification can lead to two levels within the entry programme (two or three), depending on the needs and 
ability of the student. The course can lead to employment, progression to level one or the Real Skills programme 
over two years. 

FEES 

Full time Courses are free for those who are under 19 on 31 August of the year they start their course. For others, 
fees may vary depending on personal circumstances. Please enquire for details. 

ADDITIONAL COSTS 

There may be additional small charges for trips or materials. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 



Where courses last for more than one year, only the first year"s fees are shown 

HOW TO APPLY 

You can apply for this course using an application form from the College prospectus or from the Information Officer 
on 01205 313218. 

Please note that the majority of courses have a September start date. 

For more information, please contact the Information Officer. 

The Information on this Course Information Sheet is correct at time of print, but can be subject to change at 
anytime. 
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